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int~ wetlands. This deal is the
Gragnauis’ second w~th

the N-RCS; which in 1992
~1.82 million

cream i acres of

proper~.
the end the family
receive $4.34

~on for this rookery on
2,567 acres, at an average

,787 ~ acre,
Th~ Gragnanis say they would like

to settle ~eir Imvsu~t; they ~

like is for the reds to ante up and build
a conduit that would allow flood-
. waters, such as those that wiped out
Freitas, t~ reach the£r wetlands, The
Gra~nanis wants condvtit shrdlar to the
one they already had built but that the
Bureau of l~clamation t01d them to

This plays out like a 1940s l~pub-

today aml i 100k la~.dholdvr da~aning up the water to
r~ighbors diwrte, dik~dwatersfrom dtdve out the nester-~. And the
their crops and on~ h~ propertT. ~ ~ ~ H ’nani family has enjoyed the backing of

It my heart, quest,Seine powerfulincludingsupporterScRlffornia,sinDemo_the~

,,,,,,,t’m"* happenedo~.,~o Seas. ~,rbar. Boxer
FreRas had beam wiped out by the Dianne Feinsiein and Democratic Rep.

big boys, and he did proceedi He na~ ~te~R~ am~ Calvin Dooley, the local congressman.
blamed the Oragnanis for his lossand U~l, |H~pH-t~ glfgUO "Calvin Dooley washere du~6ng the

for the damage to ~ fields. ~o years ! ~e kind af problem we here d~r~n

has receAved no legal satisfaction but DooIey has written sevexal letters to
ks bantu’-upt and tmemployed, In April the bureau urging them to work with

Gra~nanis -- the result, hee~plains, of ar~. writing to urge the bureau’s
bei~- unable to aff~d continued le~al farming giant. "This was a 200-~ear involvement in h~Ipin~ to solv~ along-
~epresentatiom flood. But farmers on either side of his staudh~ flo~din~ problem caused, at

"I’m a small farmer, a family p~pertymanagedtosavethetrerops." least in part, by the SanLuis Drain;’
fatme~’ say~ Freitas. "I was going up And, if Freitas clahns to have lost Do~l~ wrote ~u on~ of several !utters
w4V~rmt the big guys, and the b£g guys everything in the flood, the Gragnanis ~ Roger Panerson, the director tbr
always get what they want:’ have their own set of allegations. Inthe Iv~d-PacLfic l~eg~oa of the Bureau

The big guys may not always getfact, they have their Owrl lawsuitof Reclamation.
what they want, but in the case of theagainst the Bureau of Reclamation ~’The Gragnanis have filed a claim
Gragnanis it is easy to see why bitter-claiming that they lost more thanwith the bureau for compensation for
nessstalksFreitaslikeathuaderhe~d.$500~000 worth of crops in the samedmnages caused by floodwaters:’ he

The Gragnard family owns or leas-flood that wiped out Freitas becausecontinues. "However, they have said
es some 14,000 acres in the valley andthe Bureau of Reclamation providedthe¢ are more interesmd in finding a
has been farn~ their p~ece of par.no place for the floodwaters to go. long-term solution to the problem. One
adise for some 50 years. Today, their ’?it this point it looks as though thesolution they hav~ identified is to con-
DGF Partnership is ranked in the topsuit will come to trial in February oftra[ the floodwater by directing it via
200 Ca~i.fo~fia farms, with annual cropnext year," Arndt says about the Grag-syphon under the dratu and ~nto a con-
yields worth more than $9 rnill~on. Itnani cas~. "lt~ my understanding thatveyance ultimately directing i~ to
wasnot, they claim~ their fault thar thewe’re moving forward;’ However, thenewly established wetlands reserves.
rainscameaudFreitas’landwasflood- ] pre, ssure ks on the bureau to Setfle withThese reserves were created by the
e& They assert that Freitas might havei the big-time farm family. Gragnanis."
saved his crop had he pumped the ’ WbfleFreitas sits at horaebanlccuptFre~tas re~nains angry and finds
watex off the land. with a 2-month-old baby and no jobDooley’s support of the Gragnanis par.

"W2mt happenedis that he came outprospects, the Gragnartis are negot~at,ticularly galling inlight of the fact that
here h~ first year and he had no ideaing a deal with the U.S. NaturalDooley~ brother~ law, firm, Dooley
what he was doing. This land flbodsResources ConservaLion Service, orand Herr, atone time represented him
and you have to be prepared for it,"NRCS, that could pay them $2.72 raft-in his action against the Gragnanifam-
asserts Jerry Gragnar~, scion of thelion.toturnl,477acresofthetrpropertyily. Unfortunately, even as Leonard
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